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A few days ago we KucTthat a much-talked -of 
T)amphlet, to be entitled "The Safety, of Jersey, 
being a familiar illustration of the forms, prat;- 
tice and privileges of the Royal Court of this Is- 
land," was shortly to appew'; at theiame time, 
expecting that it would b^ worth reading, we * 
promised to give our readers copious comments 
on, and extracts from, it. The pamphlet, after 
repeated del^S; has appeared — it was ushered 
into existence on Wednesday morning last. We 
have taken the troubJe of wading through its 55 
pages, and regret tci^ say that the expectations wc 
had formed of ithaVey unfortunately, met with the 
direst disappointment. The "Safety of Jer- 
sey," far from being "a ,fa»iUar illustration of 
the^ forms, practice and privileges of the Royal 
Court," as we had expected,— is nothing but a 
vulgar and brutal %ade a^ainsyhe Jiirats of Jer- 
. sey, and the Pc^oe o^^^ ; ' It givw no il- 

lustrations whatever of the fbnns, &c^^ of the 
Court,— and even its maKcious and coarte libeU 
against the persons^ho have heen the most in- 
^ strumental in bringing its author ii jus%e, have 
not the merit of pi^^inalit^,! /They ate merely 
. the soupe reckauffh lies of the BaiTisn Press !— 
Such being the case, we must decline giving the 
: ca/cApenw^y thatimportance which it might acquire 
if we went to the trouble of ^evie^vingit as we had 
j purposed.— Let it suffice to state that, in tlie 
form of a free and easy dialogue between YoNiiEalim 
' Mug and a Military Officer^ with whom, without 
* Introduction, he is made Wf^nter into famHiar 
conversation in the CoAii^,— ^(where,r— a few tbo- 
ments after landing from t^ steanier, >eiif siip- 
poaed— by one of those fortunate coinctdenees 
that are so popular with, and useful lo^tJSfHd ^at' 
sets of <our- Yonge-Mog's c;^//6re -^tb weiifl 
his adventurous steps on ^^ iUehiical day 
of the /.tV-tenant's trial,) — our Author informs 
his headers that Messrs. Edward. Nicolle and 
i\ pEKROr are perjurers, having made up tfteir 
minds, before hearing evidence, to condeinu tijjjsiv 
p/isronef : — that Mr. Le"Su«cr, the Constable, "m , 



aii^ apostate and has never had the least 
— *that Mr. CHEViLiBR is a brute and a 1 
. (Iiefeiditorofthe j£RSEt4|izncrE is, al 
and moreover, a cur, a mMehlbr lucif 
&c., &c., &c. ! — After tlfi8,/he gives 
of the origin, progress, s^'resuH of 1 
which it is almmtt supercilious to add- 
of monstroiui and .. unadidterated li 
moderate calculation, therfei are upwai 
hundred in t^e 1(Vork.^-r-Iii^ isbort,— -th 
of Jersey "is the grossest andmostpalpa 
we ever read, — worthy ^#syery resp 
MTetched but vicious Be^amUe who 
>Ve had almost forgotten to say that 
phlet contains one plate, (3 had, been i 
sai) ^ be intended to represent the 
the d^fy'of Yojjge's trial. Suck 9^ 
we had never before seen ! Tfe ArA 
phased witli the Jury's and Scrivenei*' 
ipl^stj liberal and radical manner ; S 
YECti:^ the BailiflT^who was ill at 
of the trial,— is rej^resented as seat* 
Chief Magistrate's curule clMir,4|it 
atMupt at a ooi^ci Htaies^ is in 
save &ftt of Mr. iroii«B*s ri^ffiatMily ig 
iiliioh IrMthfuUy giv^n^ens^lhe wwaf^ 
ind^k very correct descrip^pn he gives 
niacal stalking through the Weets, 9» 
his vulgar and gross demeanour befoie i 
are the ohly good and correct ihinpn 
ductioh. — 

All parties join in censuring tins 
atupid pamphlet.— No better proof o 
have said can be given than the f&fli 
miserable production is already at a t\ 
count ; on the very ^day of its public^ 
i>pen}y offered at a loss of 33 per 
€ah now be obtained for less'} — th»t 
have before us at this moment has c<W 
SIXPENCE— BRITISH !!J 
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THE 



SAFETY OF JERSEY; 



BEING A FAMILIAR ILLUSTRATION OF THE 



FORMS, PRACTICE, AND PRIVILEGES 



OF THE 



TAIL COURT, 



SHOWING HOW THIS ISLAND WAS 



MIRACULOUSLY PRESERVED and the PLOT DISCOVERED. 



*' Toads, for wliioh Jersey hus been stipmatized. are of several species, and 
come are of a monstrous size.** — Fide Plees, page 47. 



JERSEY ; 

P. PAYN, PRIKTEK, BRITISH PRESS OFFICE, 45, KING^STREET. 

18tK 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



If the following observations, which embrace a few of the 
prominent evils so widely complained of — ^not by the English 
residents only, but by the enlightened natives of the soil — 
should have a tendency, however remote, to amend them, the 
writer will not be without his reward. 

An acknowledged pubUc grievance is ever the legitimate 
mark for the exercise of censure. Were it, however, the vmter's 
desire to give a stronger colouring to the circumstances of 
which the following trivial pages are but a faint exposition — 
he might have been justified in drawing to a fiir larger amount 
on ** Precedents," 

Uninfluenced, however, by spleen or maUce, he has rather 
avoided than embraced the opportunities extended to him of 
swelling the catalogue of grievances, having rejected much 
** materiely^ whether conveyed through the channel of private 
information, or the medium of those published authorities, 
which have received their stamp of verity in the sanction of 
public opinion. 
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Having, he repeats, no private feeling to gratify, it has 
been his sole aim to set forth on the Island chart, the true 
bearing of a few only of those sunken rocks whereon the 
inexperienced navigator might founder — so that the risk oi 
danger may be somewhat diminished by a knowledge of their 

" WHEBEABOUT." 

For his pilotage, the writer claims no other reward than 
such as the danger encountered in the task may entitle 
him to, and which can never be so pleasingly experienced as 
in the assurance of public approbation. 



EDITOR S PREFACE. 

Now, indeed, you talk a little reasonably — but one word 
more before we part of the manner of introducing this treasure 
to the public. You will, of course, see to a large type and 
GOOD paper, and would not a few designs, if well done by the 
best hands, be very proper, as giving the public to imderstand 
that they have to do with no vulgar writer? 

BOOKSELLBR. 

All that in due time. — ^When a book has made its fortune 
with the lower class these directions may do well and help to 
bring it into better company — ^but there is no hazarding this 
expense at first — ^your plain English reader loves his penny 
worth for his penny — and he is apt to startle at a thin page 
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T. 



and lai^e margin, and thinks your pictures but a pretty device 
to cheat him of his money. — Hurd*s Dialogues. 



In compliance with the preceding hints, the writer begs to 
inform his firiends and the public, that anxious to gratify both 
he has provided type which had never hitherto known ink, 
and nothing daunted by expense, determined to present them 
with striking portraits of their distinguished friends and 
acquaintances. 

This uncontemplated improvement, he trusts, will satisfacto- 
rily explain the necessity which has coxnpelled him, though 
very rcluctantiy, to lay a further embargo on the public purse ; 
notwithstanding, to the mal-contents, he mfly say in the 
phrase(4ogy of Neddy Bray, their acceptance of this additional 
ornament " is quite hoptionaV* 

Again ! as it is the writer's ambition that the following pages 
may secure an entree into foreign society, he has judged it wise 
to adopt an opposite course to that proposed by the Bookseller, 
and has provided that they should first make their bow to the 
most distinguished circles at home, — ^and further to secure 
a more flattering reception, hazarded the enormous outiay, 
which in the year 1760 was so much an object of alarm. 

Plain EngUshmen of the 19th, no less than the preceding 
century, like value for their money — an honest loaf for their 
penny, but are much moi*e pleased when they get a stratum 
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VI. 

of butter into the bargain. Now, the writer hopes that the 
public will have cause to exclaim with the amiable Mrs. 
Mouser in the play, " La 1 Mr. Mug, why sure4y how you do 
butter a crumpet" 

Well then, kind reader, this extra design is, as 'twere, 
butter to your bread, and intended to enable you to swallow 
with comparative glibness, what might otherwise have a 
tendency to choke you ; besides, a writer must keep step with 
the times, and be as far as practicable in harmony with the 
spirit of the age. 

One word more and he has done. It has been said that a 
Dedication always looks like a distrust of one's merits— on 
that account it is that the writer concludes by embracing so 
favourable an opportunity of evincing his diffidence, and 
propitiating indulgence for nimierous errors by respectfiilly 
dedicating the following trifle to the pubuc. 
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CHAPTER I. 



TmED of the great metropolis, and its mill round monotony 
of agremem — ^for even of a good thing it is possible to have too 
much — ^I had resolved, by way of shaking oflF the cobwebs 
which " ennui^ like a loathsome spider, was daily weaving 
round my heart, fairly to make a bolt of it 

When a man is moved by the spirit of change, and yet 
undetermined as to place, a very trifling circumstance will 
often settle that matter. This reflection calls to my mind the 
great responsibility of those tourists, who, under the sanction 
of a literary reputation, and the illusive garb of a fine broad 
margin of vellum, and sundry pages of post octavo, prettily 
dotted with beautiful pica, and looking like^new dominoes, 
fancy themselves legalized to seduce comfortable old bachelors 
from their cosey chimney comers, to revel in luxuries oflien- 
times as unreal and intangible as those promised to the 
Governor of Barataria. 

The deuce take your history, Mr. , I wish your 

seductive eloquence had been exhausted on the poor laws, the 
com laws, the tithe, or church property question, or any other 
equally abstruse, and which would never have called into 
action my natural curiosity — ^as it is, the evil you have done 
will be scarcely less immortal than your feme. Had I never 
read your history, it is more than probable I should never 
have perpetrated thU^ as it is, under the stimulating influence of 
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your persuasion, it was short work to find myself in South- 
ampton, and not much longer to arrive at the scene of your 
description — this is episodic however. 

The passengers on board the steamer were not numerous, 
though select, and indeed, an honest couple from Tooley Street 
in the Borough, not a little contributed to enliven those few 
probationary hours of existence — ^indispensible to the attain- 
ment of my ultimate object 

Mrs. Jenks, for such was the ladies' name, had taken the 
season by the forelock, and was making the best of her way to 
Jersey, with the double purpose of giving her children the 
benefit of the salt water, and herself that of the stronger 
element, where both are, proverbially, enjoyed in their purity. 

Mrs. Jeiiks was a fat, obstinate, good humoured, and, in a 
two-fold sense, a very purtchy little woman, and who, to all 
appearances, h^ld the ribbons of Government in a manner 
which convinced her fellow passengers that she had long been 
habituated to the matrimonial team. 

It was said of Falstaff that he was not only witty himself, 
but the cause of vrit in others. It may, with equal truth, be 
said of those afflicted with searsickness, that they j)assess a 
sort of infiisive property. Mrs, Jenks was a martyr to this 
affliction, and to which her conversation no less than her 
example, tended not a Httle to predispose her fellow passengers. 

" Talk as you please, Mr. Jenks," said this lady to her 
husband, as recHning on the sofa in a somewhat languishing 
attitude — she essayed to attune her stomach to its natural 
harmony, by an additional glass of that specific, to her faith in 
which, her nose not less than her sentiments bore testimony. 
" Talk as you please, you never can persuade me to the 
contrary, there's no such prewentative iii the world against sea 
sickness as genuine brandy, depend upon it" 

" And salt my dear," rejoined the gentleman addressed, who 
it would seem not daring altogether to dispute the theory of 
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^me, who to all appearances was not only conjugally) bu( 
physically his better hali^ thought he npght venture to qualify 
his dissent, brandy and salt — " it's all the go." 

'^Pishr ejaculated the lady 'contemptuously, handing the 
empty glass to her husband, ai^d smacking her lips in approvd 
c f its late contend ^d wiping tljiem with the sleeve of her 
morning wrapper, ^salt ax^d brandy are very good things 
respectfully, that is, prQvide4 you i^^bs jthe s^lt outside and takes 
the brandy in, but I loves it p^^e and never means to take it nq 
other way— rin sh^ Mr. — r-r— , what?s yQur name/ Qpntiaued 
the Udy, turning to me. 

" Mug, Ma'am," at your service. 

f < Well, Mr. Mug9 take my word for it, there's nothing sq 
pacific for them tha.t are heaten up with bile as brandy, in shprt 
I finds it a reglar hantidote for everything." 

^^ Yes I aad on that account you dotes upon it I 'spo^— ha ! 
hal har 

Now, Mr. Jedcs, who gloried in the reputation of ^ 
punster, conscious that his hits^ hard as they i^rere, seldoia 
remained long unretumed, essayed to get out of the way, but 
in the attempt unhappily broke the brandy bottle. 

' See wh9't you've done now,' exclaimed the lady in a rage, 
' see wlMtt you've done you stupid brute, upoet all the Ucker.' 

* Your feult, my love,' Be3ponded the fiusetious delinquent, 
who thoi^ht a well timed pun, no less than a smooth word^ 
calculated to avert wrath — * to avoid being floored by one licker, 
you see I've upset t'other— that's all' 

* This all comes pf your bn^idy and salt,' returned Mrs. J., 
making a spoi^ of her pocket handkerchief for the absorption 
of the spilled liquor, and wringing it out ii^th that knowing kind 
of twist which is practicable only in the hancb of a virtuoso of 
the wash tub — * a wonderful thing sajtinly, try if it will mend 
the botUe, and take that for your pains, I'll salt you indeed,' — 
hereupon Mrs. Jenjw, i^'ith a most affectionate earnestness, 
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suiting the action to the word^ dealt her husband a regular 
staggerer. 

Mr. Jenksy now fairly winded^ and breathing hard and 
heavily, like a prize fighter waiting for time, leaned for support 
against the table — at length, however, his natural humour 
recovering from the state of stagnancy into which this unex- 
pected, though not unwonted appeal had conjured it, he 
repUed, * Well, my dear, of all spirited Uckers 1 ever came 
across, hang me if you ain't the strongest-^ha I ha I ha 1' and, 
notwithstanding the extreme personality of the joke, Mr. 
Jenkins roared with as much satisfaction as Bottom in the 
play — for it is worthy of observation, and offers a good 
example to others, that whatever might be the effed; of the 
good things he uttered, upon his audience, they were seldom 
lost upon himsel£ 

Nowj Mr. Jenks being one of those stolidly determined 
philosophers noteasily driven from an opinion indefence of which 
they once take post, commenced giving a practical illustration 
of his faith, by applying the remedy to the afflicted part ; in 
short, if any certificate were wanting to increase the popularity 
of this wonderful Panacea, sure I am that my jolly " compagtum 
de voyage^ would not have hesitated to affirm^ that not sea 
qualms only, but even those of conscience would at any time 
find a settler in this specific. (I heartily suggest the idea to 
some of my fiiends, whom late circumstances must have in 
a measure afflicted with this troublesome complaint) 

* I tell you,' said Mrs. J. seeingthat her husband wasrubbing 
the nostrum on his cheek bone, * you must take it hintemally 
as well as hextemally, and not think to cure your chops as you 
would your bacon.' 

^ If I was to follow your example, my love,' retorted Mr. 
Jenks, nothing daunted, ' I should neither take it internally nor 
externally, but eternally— -ha I ha ! ha 1' (the value of this was 
manifested in three cachinnatory rounds of applause from the 
company, and nine from himself.) 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



11 

Notwithstanding, however, the pains our lady passenger 
had taken to fortify herself, she was not altogether proof against 
the effects of a heavy lurch, and the eloquence with which she 
was proceeding to descant on the superiority of her theory 
over that of her husband, was here interrupted in a manner 
unnecessary to describe, but which, it is sufficient to say, 
afforded another excuse for applying the fiivourite remedy. 

* Pray, Mr. Jug — 

* Mug, my dear,' interposed Mr. Jenks, correctingly. 

^ Pray, Mr. Mug,' enquired the lady, wh^n she had some- 
what recovered, * how far do you think we are still firom 
Jersey.' 

* Can't say. Ma'am,' I replied, * probably some five or ten 
miles.' 

* Five or ten miles, oh dear,' exclaimed Mrs. Jenks, in a tone 
something between a sigh and a hiccup, ^ five or ten miles, I 
shall never hold out' 

* Then you had better turn in, my dear,' said our punic 
fiiend. 

* Jenks,' continued the lady, without noticing either the 
advice or the wit of the eccentric old gentleman, * go up and 
ask the Captain how far we are on our way.' 

* I can teU you myself,' repUed Mr. J., * you are more than 
half sea's over, any how.' 

Now, Mr. Jenks, though not by nature cruel, would at any 
time rather have lost the object of his joke than the joke itself, 
and it was fortunate for him that the mental susceptibility of 
his wife was not of the keenest; no sooner, however, had he 
fairly delivered himself of his wit, and in obedience to com- 
mand, turned his back, than the afflicted lady requested me 
to replenish her glass — I did so, and was in the act of handing 
it to her, when a voice firom the top of the ladder exclaimed, 
* Holloa 1 my dear, just coming to an anchor,' — ^hardly, 
however, were the prophetic words fairly pronounced, when 
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llie involuntary position of the speaker at flier foot of it, njade 
ft extremely questionable whether the announ6iei<tent hfKi 
reference to himself or the vessel. 

^ I see you are/ exclaimed the lady. 

' Ah I and I see you are, taking another glass/ r^^nded 
Mr. J., soothing with his hand the offended pari, ' Why. Sally; 
yoii are determined to coWe to die bottom ctf it— ^why surely, if 
you go on in that ere way, youll bring on a delermkiatioii of 
blood to the head:' 

' Deternfination-^fiddlestick — ^why that ere is the v6ry 
fiefason 1 takes it to keep the blddd down— 'cause you see, Mn 
Pug.' 

^ Mug, Madam> if you please/ 

* Well reaQy— ^now I beg your pardon — but you see, Mr: 
Mugi as hdw thef brandy, like all ^{lirited lictenr which flies to 
the head, drives every* thing dse otit' 

^ Why as to that, Madam,' I replied, ^&ilh, in the^ cases^ 
gdes a great way; and I i^all not attempt tof dis{^T>ve the 
philosophy of your theory, seeing that it is established by 
&ct, and has morfedver the benefit of ybur personal experience.' 

The lady took my obserOlationi as a compUment of the iSrsI 
water, which clearly showed that $he did not understand it 
At this point of the dialogue, a v6ice on the paddle box was 
heard to exclaim — " Stop her, stop her," — ^which, acting as ^ 
stopper to 8 ccfitver&iatioii not the most agreeable, I hastened 
on deck, add had the i^t}^&cti<m to find myself at the end of 
my voyage. 

The morning beitig fine, add die tim^ of otkr landing early, 
I amused myself for an hdur 6r so iii visiting Fort R^eht, and 
Subsequently iri stretching my legs oh die extended sands at 
Havne-des-Pas, and ahaking off that indescribable aHover- 
ishness which a steam voyage, though never so short, 
seldom fiiils to iiispire. The tide having receded, the sandi^ 
Sfibided ample space for an uninterrupted gallop, though not 
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do favourable td the churioteer as those which lie between the 
Towii of St Helier's and St Aubin's. Country peojde were 
to be seeii here and there ** vraieking^ or, in other words, 
gathering "t^rotc," or sea weed,^ wherewith to enrich their 
lands and make their fires. (1) 

Convalescents were to be seen snuffing the morning air, 
Anxious to recover health — and valetudinarians Equally so; to 
maintain it The rigid dieter who eats, drinks^ and sleeps by 
prescription, was to be seen seeking an appetite for bis break- 
&st — ^whilst the hiingry pauper, whose unhappy fate it usually 
is to require no stimulus, was no less earnest in seeking a 
breakfast for his appetite — ^the foriner with soul and body 
buffeting the wind, expediting the process of digestion, and 
with open mouth making a ventiduct of his throat, in order to 
restore to a healdiy temperature his '^ receptamlnm^ Which had 
lost somewhat of its equability by an overnight's departure from 
the wcMited dietary discipline — ^whilst the latter was labouring 
to keep body and doul together by hook fbd by vrook, and 
other piscatorial devices: Shrimpers were seen shovelling up 
Ihe sand, and ever and anon examining the contents of their 
nets, to which, '^ judging by their disappointed countenances^'' 
it would appear that every thing that came did not tend to 
verify the proverb. Litde urchins — ^truants fix)m their school, 
or mother^s apron string— were to be seen turning up the 
loose stones, groping in cavities and crevices of the rocks, 
catching crabs or tartarsy according as tl^ object of their 
search was active or passive in the operation. Having now 
Walked long and fiur enough to acquire a moderate knowledge 
of localities, and a very immoderate appetite, I repaired to the 
hotel in that condition, which is extremely satis&ctory to one 
who feels that he has to fork out for his break&st, whether he 
eats it or not 

The. prospect fipm the window of my parlour was, af^ 
sbme great man happily remarked when looking down from 
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the pillory on the crowd beneath, promiscuously grand — there 
was a diversity of objects, natural and artificial — a combination 
of animate and inanimate nature — ^which, viewed from my 
exalted position, could not fail to inspire very elevated 
kleas — ^here were to be seen the "ofti twrres^ and the 
^^ kumiles cas<B^ the large mansion^ and the little houses. The 
Bay of St Aubin's, stretching along in crescent form, has 
decided claims to admiration — ^it is unquestionably (excepting 
that of Dublin) the most beautiful I ever remember to have 
seen. The tide having receded, had left the passage (or 
bridge as it is termed), to Elizabeth Castle open — ^and feeling 
much tempted to visit that picturesque, and, from historical 
associations, interesting object, I rang for the waiter in order 
to obtain what information I might respecting it 

* Pray,' I enquired of that functionary, as he placed the 
urn upon the table, ^ what is there of interest to be seen in 
Jersey ?' 

Upon which, directing my attention to an object on the 
summit of a craggy rock, he replied, ^ That place, which looks 
like a sentry box there. Sir, evety body goes to see. That, 
Sir,' he continued, ^ ws^ the habitation of one Mr. Helier, 
many hundred years ago.' 

* Ah I indeed— who and what was he,' I enquired. 

* Why, Sir, he was what they call an assetic.^ 

* A what,' I asked. 

* An assetic. Sir, who, as they says, wiis canonized — ^but I 
don't believe a word of it. Sir— although they pretend to show 
you his blood.' 

* And why not canonized, John, for I suppose your name is 
John ? 

* Yes, Sir, it is now— but 'twas'nt when I first came here.' 
' Well, John, why not' 

' Why not. Sir, — ^its reglarly impossible, — ^because cannons 
were not invented in them ere days, nor powder neither.' 
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* Ah ! ah ! ah ! very true, John — ^and by whom, John, do 
they say this cruel bombardment was inflicted,' 

* Why, Sir, by a set of Practical Normans.' 

* Practical Normans ! I don't understand you, John,' I 
repUed. 

* Why, Sir, them ere sea robbers, what they calls pirates.' 

* Oh ! I understand you now. Piratical Normans.' 

^ Some people calls him a saint, or fiankerety continued my 
informant, * 'cause you see, Sir, as how when he was disgusted 
like with the pumps and wanities of the worid, he came to a 
haaker there — ^rum place, wam't it, Sir,^ — ^all among the 
rocks,' 

* Very, John, indeed, not the place I should hanker in or 
after— ^and what is there to be seen in the Castle ?' 

* Whyi Sir, nothing partickler, except a bum, which tumbled 
in through the roof in the time of OUver Cromwell, when he 
was King of England, — ^and a jack boot, which they says was 
his'n, in one of the rooms,— ^but as I never put my foot in it 
yet, I can't say that I ever seed it' 

* That ere bay is called the bay of St Aubin's. People 
comes specifically firom London to see that ere bay. Sir, — 
which the people in Jersey says is the finest bay in the world.' 

' Oh 1 indeed — did you ever hear talk of the bay of Naples, 
John ?' 

* Naples 1 Naples T muttered John reflectingly, * Naples 1 
is that the place where the soap comes firom. Sir ?' 

* The same, 3o\mr-ihat is the finest bay in the world.' 
John however shook his head incredulously — ^as much as to 

say, * You may tell that to the marines, but a Jerseyman won't 
believe you.' 

* Well, John, as soon as I have breakfasted, I wish you to 
show me the Uons.' 

* Lions, Sir, — Lord bless you, — ^they've been gone fi'om 
here these six months and more, just arter all the young velps 
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died — ^poor Mr. Bumsgrove took it so much to art, he left 
the highland immediately.' 

< I mean the natm:al curiosities of the place, John.' 

* Oh 1 if that's all, there are plenty of them — ^and you had 
better first take a peep at the Royal Court, or perhaps you 
likes bottomney. Sir.' 

' No, John — ^for as Doctor Pangloss would say, * I am not 
inclined to be sedentary," — ^this is to be a locomotive morning 
with me-^rather disposed to gtroUogyy John.' 

^ Then, Sir, you had better take a walk through Mr. 
Saunders' garden, which is o&e of the finest to be seen any 
where, tlu)ugh the sewere winter has spiled it terribly. Then, 
Sir, you must go to the Assenaeum, where Aey keeps the 
gypsey mommies, and the largest toadi you ever saw in your 
life, toe them ere varmint swanos in this ere plaee," said John, 
scratching his head, and theieby rendering the allusion rather 
ambiguous, ^ and some of them werry wenemous— rwerry 
wepemcHis indeed, quite psenous like.' 

' Have you any newspapers published here John ?' I asked, 
anxious fi>r an excuse to get rid of my informant, whose 
prattle was becoming somewhat tedious. 

^ Newspapers !' echoed John in astonishment, * why. Sir, they 
swarms too — ^let me see, tfaere^s how many 2 and John essayed to 
enumerate and to class them accordingto their respective merits 
and position in society. First, there's the British Pr€8$y(2) what 
everybody takes ; then there's the Jersey TimeSy what a great 
many takes, 'cause you see Sir, it belongs to one of the Judges ; 
then there's the Jersey Gaz^te, or as some calls it, the Police 
Gazette, what nobody takes, but them ere police themselves, 
'cause you see Sir, as they gets it for nothing, and writes it themr 
selves ; then there's the JuvenSe, what shows you up and turns 
you inside out like ; then there's the ConstitutionmU on the laurel 
side ; then there's the Chronique^ on the rose side ; then there's 
the Himpartialy on whatever side's huppermost — no matter, it$ 
rather down now homsomeyer, 'cause you see, Sir, as how.' 
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* Well, never mind, John, that'll do> fetch me the best, any 
how, and make haste.' 

^ Then, Sir, I'll go, and get you the British Press' 

* Do, John, and be quick.' 

There's probably no better criterion of the prosperity of a 
community, than that which is offered in a local newspaper. 
Let any one look at the advertisements, and he will be able to 
arrive at a very fair judgment of the real state of trade — and 
indeed very often of the state of society. It may be said that 
advertisements are so many indices of human wants, — this is 
in part true> — yet they show at the same time very satisfacto- 
rily how and where many of those wants may be supplied. If 
there had been any proof needed of the bustling and thriving 
condition of Jersey, it was furnished at once by a reference to 
the British Press. I. was literally astonished at the numerous, 
advertisements, something between two and three hundred — 
for what with sundry announcements of balls, concerts and 
theatricals, desirable situations, desirable speculations, and 
every thing else most desirable — I very soon came to the 
conclusion that Jersey, for a gouty old bachelor like myself. 
was the most desirable place in the world. 
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With that feeling of contentedness which an excellent 
breakfast ever engenders, I sallied forth in search of novelties, 
when sauntering through the Royal Square, my attention was 
directed, and my progress stayed, by a considerable assemblage 
of persons. There was an impatience, an anxiety, an inde- 
scribable fussiness in the looks and manner of the crowd, 
which seemed to impart an interest to every new comer, 
neither was it without its effect upon me. I don't know how 
it is, but though accustomed all my life to large towns, I 
always feel awkward in a small one, particularly. on my first 
appearance. I fancy there is ever something in the look or 
manner of a stranger, suggestive of wonder or sympathy, and 
I hate sympathy, and cannot bear to suppose myself the object 
of it — whenever I do, my plan is to try and look independent, 
proportionately, as I cannot feel so. I begin to whistle — ^hum 
a tune — ^look staringly in at the shop windows — jingle my 
loose cash in my pockets, if I happen to have any, and to 
perform sundry other fantastic tricks, unconscious that the 
very means I adopt to avoid observation, are those which are 
most certain to invite it — in short, a sense of isolation only 
increases my embarrassment, and causes me to feel, and 
probably to look very like nobody's dog in a fair. This was 
the feeling I now experienced, and which was more and more 
aggravated, bv a consciousness, that my attempt to assume a 
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swaggering air of independence, carried with it evidence of 
artificialness which only defeated my purpose, and proclaimed 
" a much ado about nothing." 

It's a vulgar error, to suppose that the constant inhabi- 
tant of a great city is less than other people troubled with 
mauvaise honte — ^a citizen of London and a citizen of the world, 
are not necessarily, if I may use the term, " homogeneous 
animals" — 'there is little in common between them, and indeed 
I attribute my own unlucky sensitiveness, modesty, and 
timidity, call it what you will ; not so much to a natural 
disposition, as to a continued monotonous, unvaried residence 
in the great metropolis ; thus for example, as I now felt, a 
man may pass with the current, of your Cheapside passengers, 
where every one is too intent upon his own business to mind 
yours, unheeded and unabashed ; but when he finds himself 
stock still in the Royal Square, the observed of all observers, 
as he fancies himself, unless indeed happily vain of his exte- 
rior, he feels any thing but at home. 

There is no such troublesome companion as diffidence or 
that kind of distrust in oneself, which for all worldly advan- 
tages, would be better displaced by what is understood by 
the word " brass." I look upon it as the greatest misfortune 
which can attend a man — ^for my own part, if I have any favour 
to ask, or any object to gain, however unimportant, it is sure 
to stand in my path, or to send me in search of it, by a 
circuitous, indirect, round about way. If my object is to 
ascertain the day of the month, I verily believe I could not 
put the question in a direct, straight-forward manner. I should 
commence beating about the bush, or probably approach it by 
asking what it was yesterday^ or what it will be to-morrow. — 
Thus, through life, I have ever found my desires, as Lady 
Macbeth says, like those of the poor cat in the adage, ever 
letting ** I dare not wait upon I wofM^ I would have given 
much to learn the cause and meaning of the evident anxiety ot 
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the crowd — but how to come at it I knew not Whether there 
is something repulsive in the manner of Jerseymen, or whether, 
which is most Ukely, there was something disengenuous in my 
own I'of ^approaching them, I know not — but thrice I essayed to 
obtain the desired information from one or other of the bye- 
standers, but without effect One old Gentleman, ere I had 
got as far as ^ pray can you inform me,' turned upon his heel 
with a grunt, as much as to say, ^ No, Sir, I can't ;' thus 
repulsed, I made no further personal application, but without 
asking any one, sat about asking every one ; that is to say, 
assuming an air of independent indifference, which I did not 
by any means feel, I sauntered up and down, muttering 
audibly, ^^I wonder what the deuce it is ! what the deuce it 
is !' &c. ^ The^statue of George the Second, Sir,' (3) exclaimed 
a tall, miUtary, looking gentleman, with a nose not unlike that 
of the statue itself. Now this was not the question ; Never- 
theless the answer re-assured me, and the, spell of diiSBdence 
was broken. I thanked my informant, — and resolving to 
improve the advantage, at once plunged into a sea of interro- 
gatives. 

* George the Second, indeed ! — by the costume I should 
have taken it to be that of Julius Caesar.' 

' Why, really,' replied my informant, ^ the conjecture would 
be rational, for I must confess it looks not unhke, what I can 
imagine, his gracious figure ; but it should not excite surprise,^ 
since in more modern times it has been the fa^on to assume 
the Roman ; in short, a hero is nothing in any other cos- 
tume. In this classic age, we must not be surprised if we find 
the gallant Commodore Napier perched upon a capstan in 
Trafalgar-Square, habited like Coriolanus, in lambrakins and 
sandals.' 

* Why, indeed,' I replied, * if such were solely the 
insignia of merit and good generalship, I see no reason why 
they should not, with equal propriety, decorate the figure of a 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



21 

gallant Tar, as diat. of the representative of Royalty. But I 
question whether the unique costume which has so fanuUarized 
to our imagination the person of the gallant hero of Acre, has 
not done more to immortalize him, than could all the classic 
paraphernalia borrowed from antiquity.' 

^ Doubtless,' returned my friend, ^ and he who is really 
conscious of merit, would rather regard such attempt to per- 
petuate honour as a mockery — ^and your observation reminds 
me of an anecdote told of the Great Erasmus, ' that if he had 
but money he would first buy Greek books and afterwards 
clothes ;' and, indeed, the true hero is ever more ambitious of 
being immortalized by recorded deeds than chisselled orna- 
ment 

^ I am decidedly of your opinion,' I rejoined, ^ but pray, may 
I ask what is the cause of this assemblage ?' 

^ 'Tis one, Sir, of considerable interest, and indeed of vital 
importance, and appointed for a final hearing, this day, in the 
Royal Court' 

* Indeed ! not of life and death, I hope ?' I enquired, some- 
what alarmed. ' 

' No, Sir, not exactly ; nevertheless this unusual assemblage 
would seem to argue it to be regarded with little less anxiety. 
In short. Sir, the cause to be decided this day is one, as we 
have been informed upon undeniable authority, on the ISSUE 
OF WHICH, IS SAID TO DEPEND, THE SAFETY 
OF THE TOWN OF ST. HELIER !' 

^ God bless me ! the discovery of a plot I suppose 1' 

^ I suspect it will end in that' 

^ Who are the conspirators — ^^is it known— excuse my impor- 
tunity,' I continued, * but really. Sir, since you have awakened 
my curiosity, may I entreat you will be so obUging as to gratify 
it? 

' The fact is. Sir, that an Officer of our garrison is supposed 
to be implicated !' 
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* Ah, now I see— treason ! treachery ! in correspondence 
"With the French, eh I D — d treacherous villain. Sir, if you 
please — do not, I pray, keep me longer in suspense, but tell me 
all particulars — ^is it of a military or civil nature ?' 

*Why, Sir, as far as I have been able to unravel the 
mystery, rather of an wwcivil one. The case is at all events 
of that vast importance as already to have exclusively occupied 
the attention of the Authorities for two entire days.' 

* But, what are the charges — ^for heaven sake do not keep 
me thus on wires ? 

* Ah, there indeed you puzzle me — there lies the mystery, 
which, with all my attention to the proceedings, I have not 
yet been able to unravel In substance, if indeed such charges 
can be said to have substance, they amount to a want of 

COURTESY.' 

* A want of what ! — I really don't understand you, pray 
explain ?' 

^ In short. Sir, it appears that the Royal Court is this 
day to decide upon a point of etiquette — the charge when 
reduced to a state of tangibility, involves a crime of not 
capping to a constable^ or something of that sort' 

* You are merry. Sir," I observed, * somewhat offendedly, at 
what I conceived mere bantering on the part of my informant, 
but I cannot for a moment believe it is your wish to impose 
upon my credulity or ignorance as a stranger.' 

* Far from it. Sir, though I confess in giving you the best 
mformation in my power, I, in some measure, lay myself open 
to the imputation, but what I tell you. Sir, is nevertheless a 
fact, and the charge against the officer, however ingenuity may 
define it, or howeyer a sense of humiliation on the part of 
those who now feel themselves bound to maintain their 
accusation, may compel them to the necessity of investing it 
with unreal importance — ^nevertheless, it amounts it proved, to 
nothing more nor less, than " manque de courfaisie ' 
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Ha ha ! ha ! oxcuse my treating so serious an aSair with 
this unbecoming levity, but really I was quite unconscious of 
the high state of social civilization at which your Islanders had 
arrived, but pray Sir, who is the plaintiff in the suit, whoso 
extreme sensitiveness has been thus wantonly outraged — a 
Beau Nash — a Chesterfield — one of the old school — ^I take 
it! eh?' 

* Precisely — the short and long of the matter is, from all I 
can make out, that one of our police officers, constables, 
runners, tip-staffs, bailiffs ; that is to say, one of that class which 
in England executes one or all the functions of such worthies, 
is the principal complainant in the present action. The police, 
however, you must understand, are of different grades of impor- 
tance in this Island — ^he, whose authority extends over a hundred 
famiUes, is termed a Centenier, which is the condition of the 
plaintiff in the present suit — and as they are not a paid poUce, 
they arrogate an importance to which neither birth nor 
education, gives them the shadow of a claim. They are elected 
by the rate-payers, and have by way of remuneration for their 
services, a certain authority in their respective parish assem- 
bUes ; the consequence of it is, that party spirit, which in the 
first instance secures their election, loses nothing of its baneful 
influence on Society, when supported by such representatives for- 
tified with the authority of office. The further consequences of 
the system are, that there is a mutual dependence, a reciprocity of 
interests between all official parties in the state, demanding 
mutual protection and support — secure then in this protection, 
is it a matter of stirprise that such men, for the most part 
uneducated, should assume occasionally an overbearing, insolent 
demeanour, over gentlemen with whom they contrive to force 
themselves into contact ; yet this will ever be the case, until 
we have a paid poUce force, who have neither personal 
influence nor interest in the Island. 

^ Who is your chief magistrate, and what is he styled T 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



' Our chief Judge is the BaiUffJ a man said to be of strict 
judicial integrity, but not by any means tartaric enough to suit 
either the times or place — and constituted as our Court 
is, unless such a man has a communicating power, a kind of 
fnagnetic influence on his colleagues^ it is in my opinion so 
much virtue wasted, as it cannot be the means of guiding 
the judgment or influencing the decisions of the bench, to the 
opinions of which he himself is obliged to conform. * You 
will observe,' continued my intelUgent friend, if you purpose to 
attend the Court, that his seat is somewhat more elevated than 
those of the Jurats.' 

* I shall most certainly attend,' I replied, * the novelty of 
the proceeding, and the apparent singularity of your la^ and 
practices, have awakened my curiosity. The fact of it is that, 
in my younger days, I cultivated a partial intimacy with the 
elements of Enghsh law ; but, finding the study both dry and 
finitless, I very soon abandoned it I nevertheless still retain 
some Uttle smattering — the result, rather of a course of 
academical lectures to which I was compelled to listen, than of 
spontaneous study.' 

* In that case, you will be the better able to form a compa- 
rative estimate of the principles of Enghsh laws and those 
which obtain in Jersey ; and may be also able to inform me 
under what head the present charge would be classed in 
England.' . 

* What head I— why really,' I replied, ^ that's aquestion which 
would bother mine to answer, for it appears to me to have neither 
head nor tail — there is no provision, of which I am aware, for 
any such indefinite offence in any of our statutes — ^want 
of courtesy — ha ! ha ! ha ! — upon my word I shall spUt with 
laughing — ^it appears to me a most absurd mockery of that 
solemnity which should ever distinguish judicial enquiries — ^in 
fact I cannot conceive how such a chargejcould be'for a moment 
entertained, nor what can possibly come of it, since it i« » 
wcU understood truism that ^^ ex nihilo nihil fit 
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* The mountains have indeed grievously laboured,' replied 
the stranger, * and I suspect that the end of this day's enquiry 
will but form a practical illustration of the proverb.' 

^ It has been wisely observed Ipy Blackstone,' I remarked, 
" that laws in their confined sense should denote the rules of 
human action ;" and, for my own part, I cannot imagine any 
thing more dangerous than to live in a country where those 
laws are not clearly laid down, and the crimes amenable to 
them clearly defined — so that by knowing what act of conduct 
or omission constitutes a breach of them, we may avoid it In 
any state where the rules of civil action are not clearly 
prescribed, a person's hberty is ever in danger — a risk which, 
indeed, not merely counterbalances all other social advantages, 
but, in truth, neutralizes them.' 

* Your observation,' rejoined my friend, ^ is extremely 
applicable to the condition of our EngUsh Residents in this 
Island. I shall not here descant on the advantages which Jersey 
offers to the economist, which are indeed numerous — since I 
should feel myself in equal justice compelled, as a set-off 
against them, to point out how, in one day, a vexatious and 
groundless complaint, when made by an official, may entail 
legal expenses, which no foresight, nor rule of conduct can 
provide against — the bare possibility of which occurrence, 
more than counterbalances, as you say, every local advantage.' 

^ You really alarm me,' I replied, ^ fi-om the account I have 
heard and read of this Island, and of the immunities and privi- 
leges said to be enjoyed by those who live in it, I had made up 
my mind to reside among you— and really I should have thought 
that an obedience to the golden rules of Justinian, " honeste 
vivere, alterum non Imdere, §•(?., would have secured the inha- 
bitant of any country, not absolutely despotic, from vexatious 
litigation.' 

' Pray, Sir, do the enjoined prescriptions to which you refer,' 
asked my companion with well affected gravity, ' provide 

D 
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lagainst the possibility of such offence, as that with which the 
defendarvt in the present case stands charged — want of cour- 
tesy ?' 

* Not, I conceive, unless indeed the second precept may 
apply to the moral sensitiveness of our fellow-creatures, no 
less than to acts of personal injury.' 

* Well, now I do assure you,' observed my intelligent friend, 
' and I speak it more in sorrow than in anger, that complaints 
are very general — not of the glorious wwccrtainty of the law, 
as elsewhere proverbial, but of its certainty— my observation 
you may interpret, but which I do not think it necessary to 
explain. I have never yet been able to acquire any fixed 
notions of our legislative enactments and their manner of 
working — for precedents, as a native writer observes, a-re, in 
the Royal Court, overwhelmingly numerous — and are so often 
(he says) unjust and contradictory, that they may be compared 
to papers in so many pigeon holes, from which some may be 
taken out to suit every occasion.' 

' The present,' I expect, * must prove the exception to the 
rule, since every rule is supposed to have one.' 

' Why, to say the truth, I have searched Mr. Le Cras' work 
on the Laws of this Island, and have not been able to discover 
a parallel to the present case, either for singularity or 
absurdity.' 

' Mr. Le Cras, did you say — I should like to see his work — 
pray where is it to be had ?' 

* Probably at Mr. Falle's.' 

* Mr. Falle's, where is that ?' I enquired. 

' There at your back — why, bless your soul, the Falle's of 
Jersey are as well known as those of Niagara,' 

* I'll buy it instantly,' I observed, impatiently. 

' You had better — you cannot well do without it, should 
you purpose to remain — it is such a favourite with the learned 
Jurats and the Bar, that I should not be surprised if the work 
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has been bought up — it is in fact, I am told, the Blackstone of 
the Island— the Coke upon Lyttleton — the vade mecum of 
every Member of the States— in short it is the^ principal 
authority in all cases of doubt and difficulty, and contains a 
very pretty little expose in the form of a petition to Patliament, 
which is both interesting and instructive.' 

^ At Falle's, you say — I'll go instantly and buy it.' 

^ Do, by all manner of means.' 

At this stage of our dialogue, a very tall gentleman stepped 
up, and with an affected air of indifference, exclaimed — ^ ten 
to one.' 

^ On what,' asked my companion. 

^ On the issue of the trial,' returned the tall gentleman. 

' Well, what will it be, think ye ?' 

* Why, that the defendant's cast' 

^ Ah I what makes you think so ?* 

* Never mind — will you bet ? — ^yes or no — that's all.' 
^ No I but stay — who's on the bench ?' 

^ Never mind that, will you bet ? — ^yes or no.' 
My friend shook his head negatively. 

* The deuce is in the luck to day,' exclaimed the tall 
gentleman, muttering in a tone of disappointment, as trnming 
on his heel, he went to push his fortune in another quarter — 
^ aU givers, no takers 1' 

* How is this, I asked —why so confident ?' 

^ Upon my soul I can't say — ^for my part, if I was a betting 
man, and moreover had never read Le Cras' book, I should be 
inclined to bet, ten to one, the Lieutenant wins.' 

^ Why so?' I asked. 

* Why ! because the evidence last Monday was all in his 
favour — the first and pruicipal witness for the prosecution 
regularly floored himself.' 

^ The devil he did,' I exclaimed. 

^ It's a fact, he was completely bothered — however I make 
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no cojiinicnt — only read the evidence and judge for yourself — 
its published, and to be had at 45, King-street — never was any 
thing so contradictory — what he said one moment he denied 
the very next — ^he persisted in confirming his report, and yet 
remembered nothing that was in it' 
" You don't say sa' 

* It's a fact I assure you — he was not prepared for a ^ viva 
voce examination,' and not having the matter in his head, he 
wished to have it in his hand, and demanded as a very parti- 
cular favour of his friends on the bench, the written report to 
refresh his memory.' 

* Did he so — never heard of such a thing before — why — 
did he not write the report himself ?' I enquired, somewhat 
astonished. 

* Write the report ! Lord bless you, I don't believe he can 
write — he was asked the question and it bothered him. 

' Poor fellow ! ! !' 

' He declared moreover upon oath,' continued my informant, 
' that he could not speak English, and yet deposed to a long 
conversation with the defendant in that language.' 

^ Poor fellow — he was taken aback you see, not prepared for 
a cross-examination, but trusted rather to the summary deci- 
sion of the Court — but what is the gist of the complaint ?' 

* Why, that the Lieutenant ordered him to leave the Fort — 
him and his pack,^ 

' Did he do so ?' 

^ No I I don't beUeve a word of it' 

^ But suppose he did — why, what then — perhaps he deserved 

itr 

' No doubt, he did— for as the defendants advocate truly 
observed, the centenier is notorious for his hrusquerie — and 
that, accustomed to deal with blackguards (or words to that 
effect), he forgets himself before gentlemen.' 

' That's very likely.' 
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^ But that which astonished the Court the most,' continued 
my informant, ' was the assertion of one of the judges — 
" THE TRANQUILLITY OF THE TOWN OF ST. 
HELIER DEPENDS ON THE ISSUE OF THIS 
CAUSE/ 

^ Nonsense ! he was joking, surely.' 

^ No joke, I declare, or, if a joke, I'm afraid it will be taken 
in earnest, and prove a somewhat expeniave one to the defen- 
dant' 

^ Is it possible ?' 

' It is quite true, I assure you — I heard him say so.' 

* Why did he not recuse tlie Judge ? Speaking of bias, 
Blackstone says — 

* What do they care for Blackstone.' 

' Why, Sir Matthew Hale observes that — 

' Never mind Sir Matthew — all the town says — its recorded, 
and that's enough — and this incident may further serve to 
swell Mr. Le Cras' list of precedents. (4) But hark, there 
goes the old cracked bell, worthy emblem of the cracked sculls 
to which it is the summons — we had better push on and secure 
a place in time — for depend upon it, the Court will be close 
pached this day, if ever it was — seats at a premium.' 

* With all my heart — push on.' 
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Lieutenant is expected to make 

^£Lst speech, observed my fiiend 

an air of mystery, as we had 

a our seats, but which I think he 

much better leave alone — his 

having doubtless convinced him 

jurats, no more than parsnips, 

„__ JO be buttered with fine words. 

' What I did he address the Court ?* I asked. 

^ He did, — but he might as well have addressed the statue 

in the square, or have read the articles of war to Marshal 

Conway there, or presented a petition to that picture of His 

Most Gracious Majesty George HL, for all the good it did.' 

* I did not know that a defendant might plead his own 
cause.' 

^ Under certain restrictions, it is occasionally allowed.' 
' By the way,' I remarked to my intelligent friend, ^ those 
pictures appear to be well painted.' 

' Not amiss — that of King George HL was taken by an 
artist of the name of Jean^ at once a credit to his profession 
and this Island, of which he was a native. His Majesty (some 
will have it) gave him the honour of a sitting at the request of 
the States — whilst others assert that it is but a copy — ^it is 
considered, however, a fair specimen of the art, and may help 
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to remind its spectators, in ages yet to come, of their bounden 
allegiance to the throne of his successors, should they for a 
moment, in the plenitude of their privileges, lose sight of that 
loyalty for which it must be conceded the Islanders have ever 
been remarkable — ^let them continue to show it in the exten- 
sion of those civil and legal rights to all and every of the 
subjects of the British empire, without parttahty, favour^ or 
(iffectionJ 

* Bravo — ^bravo — ^hear him ! good, upon my soul, very 
good— your eloquence quite warms me.' 

^ The installation of that picture,' continued my friend, 
* was the occasion of considerable rejoicing and military 
pageantry— -the troops marching past and saluting it in review 
order. The other is a picture of Marshal Conway, formerly 
Governor of this Island — -it is said to have cost three hundred 
guineas, and was painted by Gainsborough — ^it is, as you will 
readily perceive, the work of a master. Do you know, 
continued my companion (warming with that poetic fire which 
the contemplation of a good painting never fails to kindle in 
the breast of the virtuoso), I love to look on pictures such as 
that, where the least attractive object is the costume, and 
where intellectuality, ever standing in high relief, is not 
clouded or somothered in the tawdry trappings and gaudy 
tinsellings of the present age — ^in short, where the soldier and 
the fop are not represented, after the fashion of the day, as 
inseparable associates.' 

* You should have been an artist,' I replied, * for one who 
can express so fervently and describe so warmly, could scarcely 
fail in transfering the impressions of his mind with facihty to 
canvass.' 

^ Genitis, to my thinking,' continued my companion, not 
noticing my observation, which he either did not hear, or 
hearing, most likely did not value, ^ never lays such powerful 
claims to our admiration as when it appears to rely upon its 
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DWJt merits, and to divest the object of its exercise of all 
extraneous or meritricious ornament — in short, when it appears 
to stand alone, and unindebted to adventitious support The 
simplicity of the costume materially heightens the effect, which 
I cannot help thinking is not a little enhanced by its juxta 
position with its more gaudy companion. 

^ There can be no doubt of it,' I replied, ^ and yet (continued 
my enthusiastic friend, though in an altered tone, which 
seemed at once to express that a change had suddenly come 
over the spirit of his admiration), it is a pity that our contem- 
plation of so noble a figure, should suffer violence from its 
association with less pleasing reminiscences — ^although the 
gallant Marshal has lefl that monument of himself behind, he 
managed to carry off with him one which would have been the 
magnet of attraction to the learned and the antiquary — in 
short, if he brought nothing into the island, he cannot be said 
to have taken nothing out^ 

^ Ah ! why — what did he take out ?' 

* Nothing less than the druidical temple, which was disco- 
vered in 1785, on leveUing the surface of the hill where now 
stands Fort Regent' 

^ Ah ! indeed — why was it allowed ?' 

^ It was voted to him by the States in a moment of enthu- 
siasm ; and, like most other things done in a hurry, has been 
the subject of unceasing and unavailing regret — ^for the 
Marshal, practically pursuing the observation of Horace — 
^* Exegi monumentum cere perennius/^ — ^had it erected in its 
original form and dimensions at his seat. Park Place, Berk- 
shire.' 

^ By the way, have you any artists of eminence at present in 
the island.' 

^ Why,, indeed, we have our share — ^let me see — first, as a 
Portrait painter, stands pre-eminent Mr. Le Bailly ; then as a 
Marine painter, I do not know in any country the equal of 
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Mr, Le Capelain — ^in short, Jersey, it must be confessed, hw 
been productive, at various periods, of many men of eminence, 
as well in the fine arts as literature.' 

* We must be rather before our time I suspect, or the Jurats 
behind theirs ; and, until they come, I'll embrace the 'oppor- 
tunity of taking a sketch of the Court, and of such characters 
as are best known.' 

^ And least trusted,' added my friend, * and I'll point them 
out to you as you go along.' 

^ ni do my best to give you a lasting memorial of all your 
friends assembled, in return for your valuable information.' 

* Upon my word I shall be extremely obUged^— do you 
think you will be able to finish it this evening,' asked my 
friend, rather impatiently. 

* I can answer for finishing nothing to-day,' I replied, ' but 
a bottle or two of claret, in aid of which operation, should you 
not be better employed, I shall be heartily glad of your 
company — I am staying at the Hotel — there is my card*' 

^ M-U-G — Mug — ^Peter Mug, Esq. — singular name-^any 
relation to Phiz ?' 

* Why, to tell you the truth, we are— and not very distantly 
connected — ^but I don't wish it to be mentioned.' 

* In that case,' replied my companion, with an air of secrecy, 
* never fear — rnvnis the word.' 

* No, -Mmjt— at half-past six — don't forget — ^who shall I have 
the honour to expect ?' 

* Lieutenant Bulfinch, late of the Royal Marines— but 
hush — ^here comes the Bailiff and the Jurats, all robed in 
scarlet' 

* And doubtless,' I added, ^ feed sumptuously every day — 
pray, what are they turning their backs for — not on the 
defendant, I hope ?' 

* Hush I' whispered Lieutenant Bulfinch mysteriously > 
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placing at the same time his forefinger against the side of a 
very long and very red nose. 

* What ! are they going to speak with their backs turned ?' 
< No — ^but you'll put them out' 

' How can that be, if they are not going to speak ?' 

^ They are going to pray.' 

^ Oh ! that's it — is it customary ?' 

* Upon these occasions it is.' 

* Very solemn — is it not ?' — enquired the marine officer with 
an air of much gravity. 

I assented with a look of equal seriousness — * But what is 
the substance of the prayer ?' I asked. 

' Why, the upshot of it is, that the Holy Spirit is invoked to 
enable them to judge justly, and to decide impartially — so that 
the good and the innocent may be upheld and protected, and 
the wicked punished and discomfited.' 

*0h!' 

* Do you observe that little fellow there with spectacles, 
with his hands behind liim.' 

* What, taking the altitude of that exceeding taU gentleman.' 

* The same — that little imp, if not himself a match for 
\vM*^ Lucifer, is nevertheless a sort of lucifer match — ^he is said to be 

VT \ AS<^\ the Editor of a Journal Jwhich that tall gentleman very lately 
vV*^ punicularly re-christenea the Lou^ Gazette^ on accoimt of its 

swarming with lies.^ 

* Ah ! ah I very good^ indeed.' 

^ With equal propriety it might be called the Vo4ice Gazette — 
it being the one hundred ass power engine of that municipal 
body — of which the Uttle fellow you see there is the acknow- 
ledged agent, stoker, and chief engineer.' 

' Better still I' thinks I to myself, ' not even my friend 
Jenks could improve upon that.' 

^ Small sparks often make great fires, and even that 
diminutive creature has been active and potential in the 
creation of mischief— he is himself a police officer.' 
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You don't say so ?' 

^ It's a fact, and instead of preserving the pea<:e, is by means 
of his scurrilous two-penny journal, most instrumental in 
breaking it — ^he is said to be a tanner by trade.' 

^ Oh ! oh ! then he is already tolerably fiimiliar with thongs, 
and neats leather — ^he should be first well tanned himself, and 
then ducked in his own pit.' 

^ Ah ! ah ! not bad — in that sense he certainly deserves to 
be pitted— ins hide however, as the grave digger in the play 
says, is probably so well tanned with his trade, that such a 
familiar operation would not even make the cur hark,^ ' 

At this stage of our dialogue, an officer in uniform entered 
the Court, and pushing his way through the dense crowd to 
the advocate's pew, unbuckled his sword, blew his nose three 
several times, passed his digits throi^h his hair, until that 
ornament curled as Jack said, very like * a raft of studding 
sail booms in a tide way.' i> l \\ a 

* That is the defendant,'/observed my companion, as the^'*^' ^ f 
gentleman in question took fi-om his pocket sundry papers, a 

note book, &c., and placed them methodically on the desk 
before him. 

^ He takes it easy, does he not,' I replied. 

* To be sure, and why not, best proof possible of the " mens 
oonscia rectiJ* " 

* Ah !' returned the marine, ^ it may serve as an argument 
of innocence if you like, but shows that he knows deuced Uttle 
of the chances.' 

The defendant again took out his handkerchief — ^measured 
with his eye the circuit of the Court, until it fixed on the 
occupant of the centre chair, when making a kind of semi- 
respectful, semi-propitiatory kind of nod, he again trumpeted 
forth three more nasal blasts, and fmally sat down with aa 
air of composure, natural to a man who having fonned hia 
plan of attack and defence, felt confident of victory. 
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' He seems crowned with laurels already, does he not,' I 
observed. 

' The worst castor he could wear on such an occasion — 'twere 
better that he were crowned with roses in the present field of 
battle.' 

' Wherefore ?' I asked, not understanding the allusion. 

* Why, you must know that the rose and laurel are the 
respective types of the two distracting, or I may say, (for they 
are all mad) distracted parties of the Island, formerly distin- 
guished as Magot and Chariot ; and I am much mistaken if 
the force of the truism, " non sine spinisy"* is not acknowledged 
by the defendant this day.' 

* I hope not, " thrice is he armed who hath his quarrel just' '* 
' Not always in Jersey — ^he has no chance depend upon it — 

the safety question has settled that one, besides, newspaper 
paragraphs have been going the circuit of the Island, intimating 
the loss the inhabitants must sustain, and the privileges and 
immunities the knights of Sheppardism enjoy, in the event of 
the resignation of so able a functionary as our modem Jitma- 
tharu " Acceptez man petit haton^ he exclaims, or banish the 
defendant— do which you like Messrs. les Juges, but one or 
the other you must Well, after this awfiil resolution, what 
com they do — I'll not anticipate, but " nous verrons^ — ^would 
not such abdication of authority be followed with incalculable 
consequences to this Island, for remember, it is not every one 
that is by nature or education so well qualified for the office 
he holds — it requires natural instinct. Sir— the properties of a 
thief-catcher, no less than those of a terrier or ra^-catcher, 
must be innate — ^bred in the bone. No, Sir, such resignation 
would be the destruction of Carthage, " Delenda est Carthago ^'^ 
as the poet says, " thieves would floiu-ish like blackberries, 
murderers enjoy their swing in iminterrupted otium^ long ere 
they came to their final one — it would be a public calamity, 

* '' Not without thorns,'' — the author's motto. 
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and must be prevented at any price ; under such circum 
stances, if the defendant enjoys the secret sympathy of the 
crown officers, 'tis all he can reasonably expect, but must not 
look for their open support,' 

* Ah ! indeed — ^now I see how it is — and your .view of the 
matter has quite altered mine. But what will be the extent of 
the'pimishment, think you — ^for it seems certain to go against 
him.' 

* Oh ! a slight reprimand will be enough to save appearances 
and to satisfy the plaintiff — ^they must do something, having 
made such an infernal fuss about the matter, though Tve no 
doubt they are heartily ashamed of the business, and would be 
devilish glad to wash their hands of it, if they could, even now.' 

* Would'nt a little ^oap well laid on by the defendant do it, 
think you,' I asked. 

* He I he'd see them d d first — ^not he — ^he might have 

quashed the business a,t first, and proved a halibi as Sam Weller 
says, had he chosen — since they swore to the 9th, and it 
happened to be the 10th of December — ^but bless your soul 
that s nothing here, only a sliffht mistake.' 

I must here observe, that although the conversation which 
passed between Lieutenant Bulfinch and myself, was carried 
on in a very subdued tone, yet it was not unfirequently inter- 
rupted by the familiar and reprehensive call for silence firom the 
Huimer of the Court, whose sedentary position was much to 
his annoyance, as often disturbed by this necessary demand for 
his interference. 

My fiiend, notwithstanding, favoured by the clamour and 
uproar which attended the examination of the witnesses, availed 
himself of the opportunity of pointing out a few of the lions — 
* that sleepy, chubby-fiiced gentleman,' said he, *who sits on 
the left, is/ one of our ******, and indeed a very favourable 
specimen of the fraternity — he has good humour marked in his 
countenance — he has been, it is said, a sea-faring man in his 
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day — the best berth in the world to quaUfy him for his present 
one, for a typhoon in the China seas, or a north-wester off the 
Cape, are mere puffs to the storms to be witnessed here at 
times.' 

^ You don't say so,' I remarked, incredulously. 

*It's a fact, and of which most probably you will have 
evidence in the course of the proceedings.' 

^ Why, really,' I rejoined, * I shoidd have thought it all 
smooth sailing here.' 

* Not always — ^he has subsequently been a bibliopolist in a 
small way,' continued my friend, * and by that means acquired 
some little knowledge of books — ^he has om great merit, 
however, as times go— and which, as it mainly contributed to 
his present elevation, will doubtless maintain him in it' 

* What is that ?' I asked. 

* Consistency — ^he may be fully relied on, as the plaintiff is 
well assured — since his bitterest enemy must concede that he 
never turned his back on his principles or party, like that 
little fellow you see there, with gown and spectacles, and a 
face not unlike Yorick's scull.' 

' Who is he ?• I asked. 

^ He is an advocate and a constable — ^but I must not say too 
much about him, lest he threatens me with " his action of 
battery," — ^he is said to be an apostate to his former principles, 
if ever he had any — ^he was once clerk in the office of that 
gentleman who sits on the bench below the baiUff, and was 
sent to Paris to improve his education, or rather to acquire 
some ; and, on his return, finding that a man of superior 
talent monopolized all the business on the laurel side of the 
house, and that two suns could not shine in the same system, 
he changed his^ and turning his back on his former friends 
and benefectors, set up in a small way for himself To give 
the devil his due, I should say that he has talent — and which 
he improves by close ^plication — and his capacity for secret 
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examination, would secure him at any time a good berth under 
the grand inquisitor/ 

* That gentleman there on the left of the b*****, is a very 
learned *****, and who so greatly distinguished himself in a 
single speech last Monday.' 

* What I on the safety question ?' I asked. 

* The same/ replied my friend, * and whose fame will be 
henceforth as immortal as that of Marcus Manlius CapitoU- 
nus.' 

* And the geese^ I presume (to follow up the simile), to whose 
clamour and cackle he is indebted for the timely caution, will 
be held equally sacred, I doubt not, with those classic sentinels 
of yore.' 

^ They deserve to be so, at any rate ; and it shall not be for 
want of a historian if they are not — ^he is moreover a very 
useful member of the community, and will deal you forth, law, 
rope, or bank notes, as the exigencies of your case may hang. 
Mr. Le Cras declares him to be reputed " shrewd" in his 
intentions, and Jirm in his purposes — qualities, which if he 
intends to carry on his present^rw, are indispensible.' 

* Yes,' I remarked, ^ but a judge may carry his firmness to 
a faidt — ^in short, he may be so firm, that no evidence will shake 
him.' 

* Ah I indeed — then it becomes not a judicial, but an assinine 
perfection ; and when once discovered to be too much up in 
EARS, he should be superannuated.' 

* That gentleman on the left, reading a report, and who 
talks as though troubled with a hot potato, which he could 
neither eject nor swallow, is a perfect Demosthenes — ^what 
though he adopts the praties in preference to the pebbles.' 

* Doubtless,' I added, ^ on account of their wiea/y-fluous 
qualities.' 

* Ha ! ha ! ha 1' laughed my friend, * very good — he manages 
as you perceive though to get over the stones^ at a devil of a 
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Wtte — stumbles at nothing — ^he has the credit, however, of 
being a learned man and a sound lawyer — he has also seen a 
little sea service — ^he was at one time a prisoner of war — and 
now in his turn, as you perceive, carries on war against the 
prisoners — every one has his day.' 

* That gentleman, who is now rising to address the Courtj 
is Advocate *****♦♦, decidedly and incomparably the most 
talented man at this bar. I know no man who has more 
commanding eloquence or a better memory ; and, what is 
more to his credit, whose heart and soul are so exclusively 
devoted to the interests of his clients — ^he is the legal protector, 
I may say, of every oppressed Englishman in this Island — and 
as you may suppose, with this character, meagre to that which 
he deserves, has very extensive practice.' 

* But look,' I observed, ^ your seafaring friend is tumbling 
asleep, notwithstanding the thunders of defendant's Advocate.' 

* That's nothing,' replied the marine, * sailor's always sleep 
best in a storm ; and I, you know, speak from experience — 
poor fellow he is unfortunately troubled with a chromjue, which, 
not only accounts for his own stupor, but in fact imparts a 
similar drowsiness to a large portion of the pubUc ; besides, 
its no matter if he wakes in time for the verdict ; they are 
all equally jSrwi of purpose, never fear.' (6) 

* But do you observe that personage, with a ducketty-mud 
sort of shooting coat and a would-be white cravat, with a 
knotted kind of undulating nose.' 

* What, do you mean that irow-featured gentleman, with a 
piece of stick peeping forth from his lapelles ?' 

^ The same ; that, Sir, is the Master of the Ceremonies, the 
pink of courtesy, the Townsend of the Island, the Matthew 
Hopkins of the 19th century.' * 

^ Oh ! that is the man who threatened to cut his stick, is it ?' 
*Yes; I believe he is an ironmonger or something of that 

* A notorious witch finder. 
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sort ; and indeed he carries his sign board in his face, which 
appears to have performed the office of a magnet, and to have 
gathered up all the rusty filings of his work shop.' 

* It does not appear,' I remarked, * that the evidence is 
taken down in writing by the Judges, as in England; and this 
being the case, pray how is it possible, for the BaiUfF in 
summing up, to refer to the depositions which have been 
made ?' 

* It is not the practice, neithemis it a part of his office, to sum 
up the evidence, or to explain the law — the BaiUfF (as you 
will perceive) confines himself to gathering the opinions of the 
Jurats, and pronounces judgment accordingly — ^he has only a 
casting vote, and in giving it, is bound to adopt one side or the 
other, however contrary to his judgment ; besides, if I am 
properly informed, the oath of office of the Jurats does not 
require them to give judgment according to evidence, but 
conscience ;* and Le Cras states, but which I do not believe, 
that when one Jurat sits in the place of another, he shall govern 
his decision by the opinion of the absentee, who does not hear 
the trial.' 

* Very extraordinary — is it not?' 

* Silence ! Silence !' from the Huissier of the Court. 

In obedience to this caution, which I felt was especially 
directed to our pew, we ceased whispering, and paid very 
earnest attention to the proceedings, which> as drawing to a 
dose, were becoming of more interest The evidence on both 
sides having been heard, and the defendant's Counsel having 
addressed the Court, with that eloquence of which he is the 
acknowledged master, and in a manner, which, if addressed ^ to 
stones,' I should have thought * would have made them capable,^ 
—sat down. It was evident, however, that the firmness of 
the mellifluous Gentleman, was as little shaken, as that of the 

* " The lean and lank jaw'd Judge will dine upon it, and hang the 
guiltless, rather than eat his mutton cold." 
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his Nestorean eloquence smaahed every thing before 
him, and of course the defendant. 

The tall Gentleman gazed with rapturous delight, in the 
certainty of his gains. Our friend of the Chronique, disturbed 
by the silence of the Court, awoke to a timely sense of the 
important functions he had to perform. 

The countenance of Non mi recordo, lighted up in a manner 
which would have defied the malice of the late gas extin- 
guishers ; like a calm before a storm, or a lull before the fatal 
earthquake, universal silence betrayed that the awful moment 
had arrived ; three noses were seen in amicable conjunction — 
one of which so much resembled Bardolphs, as to endanger a 
nasal conflagration — three heads bobbed in sympathetic 
unison — three opinions harmonized in one— whilst of the 
prisoner it might be veritably said, * opstupuit steterunt que 
comae, et vox faucibus haesit' 

The safety question had evidently prevailed — the oracular 

announcement of the learned , upon whom the spirit of 

prophecy had so miraculously descended, had been effectual- 
had there indeed been at any time a Skeptic in the Court, he 
was such no longer, for a voice £rom the Judgment seat was 
heard to pronounce that the defendant was literally 

D D. 

THAT THE PLOT ! 

HAD BEEN FULLY 

DISCOVERED!! 

Aia> THE TOWN OF ST. HELtER 

PRESERVED!!! 
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Now, fay Minos, JEncxia, and Bhadamantbus, and all the 
trifae of immortal Legislators, tell me, what do you as something 
of a lawyer, think of this. Does it not beat cock-fighting ? 

* Think of it,* I replied, * why, verily it passeth all under- 
standing — fined Jive pounds and costs.' 

* Which, I take it, will amoimt to at least ttoenty more.' 

* And idl for what — for with all my attention to the 
proceedings, may I be hanged if I have been able to make out 
the accusation — can you ?* 

* Not I, indeed—the facts are simply these — ^firom all I 
can understand — ^the police ofiicers go to the Fort for military 
aid, which, by their own account, is immediately fur- 
nished — they return the next morning by appointment, 
when the Centenier, under the influence of a strong sense of 
offended dignity, at being required to wait a little^ breaks into 
a violent rage, stamps, roars, and threatens the defendant, who 
unused to, and unmeritic^ such treatment, tells him to retire, 
and instantly complains of his conduct to his commanding 
officer — for this, he*s summoned before the Court, and despite 
of proof incontrovertibly established of his having most 
satisfactorily performed all that was required of him, is fined 
five pounds, and saddled with heavy expenses — this is law 
with a vengeaneeJ* 

' So then,' I observed, * a man may not ' bite his thumb* m 
Jersey.' 
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* No ! not in the august presence of a police officer.* 

^ But may he not keep his doors shut and himself within ?' 

* No ! for have you not seen how his privacy may be 
violated, and notwithstanding the boasted impregnability of 
Fort Regent, his domicile taken by storm.' 

* And this place is called Jersey — it's a mistake surely, I 
thought it was one of iht privileged isles.' 

* Well, and have you not just had evidence that it is so ?' 
enquired Lieutenant BulfincL 

* Why surely, not the place which I have read of, as situated 
in the bay of St Michael's, scarcely two hundred miles fipom 
the metropolis of England. Pray tell me when does the packet 
leave ?* 

* To-morrow.' 

* Then enjoy your privileges who will, if such they are, for 
Tm off.' 

* Pshaw I nonsense — ^you must not go off at a tangent in 
this way, you've only seen one side of the picture as yet — 
remember that it is not oTie grievance makes a heU, no more 
than one swallow a summer — Jersey offers many advantages, 
notwithstanding this drawback, and with which time alone can 
familiarize you — stay a little longer — pve it a further trial, and 
take my word for it, your patience and your justice, both, will 
be rewarded.' 

* The proper defendant,' I continued (still harping upon the 
apparent inconsistency of the result of the foregoing trial, as 
compared with the evidence)^ ^ that is, if every man were 
well placed, in my humble opinion, should have been the 
complainant himself ; and therefore according to an approved 
maxim of English jurisprudence, his evidence stands for m7, 
since " nemo testis esse debet in propria ccaisaJ " 

* I go further than you in this,' replied my companion, * since 
his evidence to my thinking goes for a great deal, and in feet 
to the complete establishment of the Lieutenant's case— *he 
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declared he could not speak English, and yet deposed to a long 
conversation with the defendant in that language-i-stated that 
all the circumstances were entered in his report, but on being 

asked by Advocate 9 why all those facts which were 

fiivourable to the accused were not entered in his report, 
replied, that so much as he thought necessary y (that is to say 
to his own case), was entered. 

^ Such shuffing conduct in an English Court of Justice,' I 
explained, ^ would have placed any deponent instanter, as a 
criminal at the bar, for as Blackstone observes, ^^ the oath 
administered to the witness, is not (mly that what he deposes 
shall be true^ but that he is not to conceal any part of 
what he knows, whether interrogated particularly on that 
point 'or rwt^ 

^ Yes,' observed Lieutenant Bulfinch, ^ one reply alone 
would have placed him in that predicament — on being asked 
if those soldiers who entered the Fort that evening had been 
presented to deponent, in order that he might identify any of 
them,'— he replied, * you seek, by your questions, to make me 
commit mysel£' 

* There would have been no necessity for that,' I observed, 
in England, * as the Judge would have saved him the trouble.' 

* It was well observed by one of the Jurats,' continued my 
firiend, * that the questions of the learned advocate for the 
defence were enough to put deponent out of coimtenance — in 
short, the Centenier's report when compared with the evidence, 
reminds me of the witbhes cauldron in Macbeth, " to which 
all bad poured in and from which all good kept out" 

* And to continue the simile,' I rejoined, * you have only 
to imagine the Centenie^ in the character of Hecate, stirring 
up the " hell broth" with his baton d^office^ and pronouncing 
the talismanic words — thrice to mine, &c. &c., and you have 
the incantation scene at once before you.' 

* It is true,' replied the marine officer, * there, were exactlv 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



46 

Tune of them-— I must make, however, an honorable exception 
to one of the number, and to his credit be it recorded, that 

Mr. D. Le B , did not unscrupulously join hands in the 

magic dance.' 

^ But tell me/ I enquired> ^ is th^:^ no appeal fix)m this, (to 
me) inexplicable decision.' 

^ None, whatever, the fine not exceeding five pounds, has 
saved them firom an overhaul.' 

' So then,' I observed, ^ even an innocent man may b* 
punished to that extent and costs, and have no redress.' 

^ It appears so, certainly,' replied my companion. 

' But would it not,' I asked, ^ have been better for the 
defendant, had the case (considering its vcut importance) been 
heard by a jury.' 

* Out of the pan into the fire.' 

* Wherefore,' I asked. 

' Because in a case like the present, where the police are the 
complaining party^ the defendant could have no possible 
chance of escape, seeing that they themselves form the petty 
jury of this court But come, as it wants an hour at least of 
dinner time, I think I cannot better employ it than in showing 
you something of our town. This is the Royal Square, and here 
it was that in 1781 the gallant Major Peirscm lost his life, and, 
as it is said, Migor Corbett his honour — and in yonder comer 
house is the room in which the daring invader (Greneral 
RuUecourt) breathed his last — the blood which trickled firom 
the wound of which he died, is said dtill to be visible on the 
floor.' 

* Pray,' I asked of a Jerseyman the other day, ' is it true 
that there is a bloody spot ?' 

Up(m which he qoaindy replied — ' Bloody spot— all 
bmnbug — 'tis a Uoody 1— e.' 

* After this laconic information, neither my curiosity nor 
credulity templed me to the test of ocular demonstraticn. 
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The same person related a curious tradition— that at the 
period in question, a gallant kader, mounted on his charger, 
and hastening to the scene of action, having occasion to curb 
his too impetuotis steed, femiliarly exclaimed — * back ! back 1 !* 
Whereupon his highly disciplined followers, ever obedient to 
command, mistaking those wardg for an order, &ced about-— 
the story passes well enough for a joke — ^but the glorious 
results of that ever memorable day, proved to be any thing but 
a joke-^to the French at least' 

* Yes — I have always understood that the military achieve-^ 
ments of the inhabitants rank high in the page of history.' 

* They do, and deservedly so— and the royal estimation of 
which, and of their undeviating allegiance and loyalty, is 
amply manifest in the numerous privileges and immunities this 
Island enjoys over every other of the British empire.' 

* This is Halkett-Place, where fashionable idlers " most do 
congregate," and where on a fine sunny day the butterflies of 
Jersey vie with each other in maintaining its acknowledged 
reputation for beauty.' 

* Here, on your left, lives Mr. Huet, femiliarly styled 
Charley — the Figaro of Jersey — ^the constable of the market — 
a situation he has held for twenty years, to the terror of all 
those whose butter, cheese, pork, beef, mutton, &c. &&, are 
*^ weighed in the balance and found wanting.^ Sh^Jcespeare says, 
*^ there is no art to find the mind's construction in the fece— 
now if I have any knowledge of an. honest fece when I see it, I 
should say Charley Huet is as honest a fellow as ever took a 
gentleman by the nose — a liberal fellow withal, though a dose 
shaver — lest however he should think I am soapii^ him, as he 
lathers his customers, I shall only say that his boutique^ or his back 
parlour, in which stands the finest mirror in Jersey, is, in the 
theatrical season, the green room of all stage struck amateurs, 
no less than professionals. To the right oblique, and over the 
way, lives Mrs, Pope, as obliging a patismere, and as good 
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humoured a honbonniere as ever sold an ounce of comfits^ and 
about whom the only thmg cross are her bunns, and those only 
once a year — ^here, every day, at luncheon hour, and upon the 
principle that *' vbi mel ibi apes^ — ^I don't mean monkeys^ mind 
you, but bees — ^you will most probably find the elite of beauty 
and loveliness " adding sweets to the sweet^ If the Pope of 
RoTne (and J speak it with all reverence) could hold out as 
inviting a sign board as the fair proprietress, I don't know 
whether I should not change my creed — opposite agdn, and 
on the other tack, is the Union, or par excellence the club 
room — encircling within its walls, on packet days, about 
forty of the choicest spirits of the age — the members being, 
like every thing that is good and rare, " Hmited." 1*11 be 
bound to say, if I should be allowed an uninterrupted and 
liberal investigation of the member*s members^ I should be able 
to reckon more wounds among them, than are to be found in 
an equal number of pages of Hart*s army list, opened at 
random. To shut your eyes and open your ears — ^the rattling 
of unreclaimed musket balls — would remind you rather of a 
billiard than a reading room.' 

* Here is Blanchard's boarding house — ^an establishment 
much firequented by visitors in the siunmer months — terms, as 
Silvester Daggerwood would say, 27s. 6d. per week, including 
breakfast, dinner, lunch, tea and servants. By the bye, that's 
your place if you stay— round the comer are billiard rooms and 
a restaurateur — and now, though I have not shown you half 
the Uons, yet feeling something like a roaring one myself, I 
take it for granted that it is time for us to return to the hotel, 
and " seek what we can devour." 



-Digitized by VjOOQIC 



CHAPTER V. 



If there is one thing more than another^ calculated to stir up 
one's latent good humour, it is certainly stirring the fire — on 
entering the dining-room of the hotel, all was dark, dreary, 
sombre and cheerless, and in strict unison with the melancholy 
reflections which the result of diis extraordinary trial had 
engendered — ^no sooner, however, had Lieutenant Bulfinch 
taken up the poker and cracked a large glossy lump of canel 
coal, and the ignited gas thereof spread its shining influence 
throughout the room, than, like an evil visitant firom the nether 
worlds departing at the light of day and scent of morning air, 
so, at the first flash of the fire's light and sniflF of savoury dinner, 
hied to more congenial confines all the horrors of my mind. < 

* Well 1' asked the marine ofiicer, as with fiill determination 
to enjoy the benefit of this magic operation, he displaced a 
very comfortable cosey looking plate warmer, and in his own 
person occupied its site ; — * well, Mr. Mug, what do you think 
of our laws — I hope you are in a somewhat better humour, 
and that they have not altogether fiightened you out of your 
original purpose of residing here.' 

* My dear. Sir,' I replied, * it is not your laws that would 
firighten me, even were they ten thousand times more severe 
than those of Draco, so long as they were as legibly written, 
and though in character equally bloody, equally intelligible.' 

* I grant you it is not ©ur laws, which, however imperfect. 

G 
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are certainly not remarkable for their severity, but rather, I 
should say, for their humanity — ^but it is the caprice with 
which they are administered that excites very general abhor-^ 
rence — but what can be done ?' 

* What can be done 1 — 'why> the first step must be to petition 
the government at home, with the view of effecting a thorough 
and radical change in the civil constitution of the Island, a 
change absolutely essential to the happiness of the people who 
inhabit it, a change which it is vain to expect can ever spring 
from the legislative body itself-— it must be done by petition.' 

' Your plan,* replied my friend, ' is by no means original, 
it has been attempted ere now — ^at one period, a certain 
number of gentlemen of the first respectability in the Island^ 
determined to petition the mother coimtry to abrogate the 
existing laws, or to provide stipendiary Judges, for their more 
impartial administration. The measure (as you may suppose), 
gave such general offence — so dangerous an experiment is it 
at all times, to attempt innovations upon long established cus^ 
toms, however bad, that the reformers, 57 in number, were 
thenceforth marked out as objects of public odium, and even 
vengeance.* 

^ Is it possible ?' 

* Their doors,' continued Lieut Bulfinch, *were said to 
have been chalked in the night time, with the numerical 57, 
as a distinguishing notification of the " whereabouts" of the 
obnoxious inmate.' 

* But, they dare not do it now T I observed, enquiringly. 

* No ! thanks to the march of civilization. The would-be 
reformers of the present day, aite not in quite so fearful a 
minority as to be exposed to the intimidating horrors of this 
atrocious death's-head and cross-bone system ; and rather than 
be subjected to the consequences of an i^peal, so irresistible as 
that which would be supported by so formidable a body of 
dissentients, it is to be hoped the States will reform themselves.' 
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' But here comes dinner, which, when we have discussed, 
we'll resume the subject — where will you sit ? 

* Anywhere.' 

Now the reader will readily suppose, that if that time allotted 
to the most important (^ration of the day, was not misapplied, 
it was rather occupied by Lieut Bulfinch and myself, in eating 
than in sayinff good thingsf, and feeling that I cannot ** cloy 
the hungry edge of appetite by bare description of a feast," I 
forbear to enter into details which can he productive of no 
other effect, than that of exciting longings, not in my power to 
gratify. Suffice it to say, that a liberal participation in all the 
delicacies which the season could supply, and sundry potations 
of such wines as are rarely to be found elsewhere, than in 
Jersey, contributed very materially to the improvement of my 
temper, and to enable me to see so far double, as to regard 
every thing, " excepting the judgment of the Royal Court,'^ 
in a &vourable light 

* Excellent weeds these,' I observed to my companion, * I 
should like to smuggle a few — where are they to be got— puff— ^ 
puff,' 

* At Peter Clarke's, No. 43, King^treet — ^by the way.' 

* Talking of Clarke> tell me— why does his business thrive so 
well ? give it up.' 

* Thrive so well-— can't say.* 

, * Because the whole town suppcxrts him by '^puffing." * 
^ As Lieut Bulfinch uttered this joke, a contemporaneous 
volume of smoke, so densely obscured the whole room, that it 
was with difficulty I could make out the point of it' 

* Have you ever read Inglis's history of the Channel Isles,' 
enquired my companion. 

* I replied in the affirmative.' 
^ What do you think of it?' 

* Why, his description upon the whole is interesting ; but, 
how far it is correct, I have had no opportunity of judging ; it 
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appears to me that his account is rather favourable to the 
place than to its inhabitants. The bottle stands with you — 
what do you think of this claret ?' ^ 

* I have tasted worse, certainly.' 

* Authors,' remarked my friend, in reply to my observation, 
^ are but too often apt to praise or condemn the bridge, 
accordingly as it carries them over — ^a maxim which it is 
reasonable and natural to observe in our private character, but 
not when we assume that of the historian. If this distinction 
is not observed, and a writer is to describe oniy feeUnfffy-rr-bis 
opinions, based on personal experience, cannot be otherwise 
than coloured by partiality or influenced by prejudice.* 

^ The principal charge,' I remarked, ' against the native 
inhabitants, adduced by the late Mr. Inglis, is extreme parsi- 
mony.' 

* Well — supposing it to be true, it is after all a very venial 
(me — ^and oft;en comes with a very bad grace from those who 
prefer it " Thrift is blessmg, if men steal it not" Surely 
that blessinffy if it is so, which is the fitdt of honest industry, 
cautious husbandry, or commercial enterprise, should not be 
made a subject of reproach.^ 

* I grant the justice of your observation,' I replied, * and it 
is both unjust and inconsistent to condemn a people for 
observing that system of economy, which nine-tenths of visitors 
Gome here to practice, neither can we fairly condemn as 
parsimonious or inhospitable, those who give not to the stranger, 
that which they deny to themselves.' 

* The best way, I think, is not to place implicit belief in the 
opinions of any writer, however popular, but to judge for our- 
selves ; and, indeed, the fecUities which steam travelling offers 
to the tourist, and the consequent magic abridgment of time and 
space, enable him with little cost or trouble to do this. For 
my own part, I have tried every place in the world, and was 
never so weU suited as at present — ^those, however, who desire 
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to unite the advantages of strict economy and unlimited 
enjoyment of social intercourse^ or, in plain words, to get 
dinners for nothing, had better not pitch upon Jersey, where, 
of all places, a strict account current is kept of such reciproci- 
ties — on the other hand, those who are prepared to open a fair 
debit, and credit account on the give and take, or, as Mr. 
Inglis terms it, the ^' quid pro quo^ system, and come furnished 
with proper credentials, will hardly be disappointed. In short, 
though I do not design, mind you, to exaggerate the advantages 
of the place, and, by hyperbolous description, make actuxd 
inttiis appear like lies — ^yet I unhesitatingly affirm that a 
stranger, however accustomed to the luxuries of the great 
metropolis, will find some compensation for a temporary 
renouncement thereof, in a certain renovation of health and 
spirits, as well as finances, which a continued residence there 
seldom fidls to impair.' 

^ After your description, it would be paying a bad comj^- 
ment to your sincerity, not to give the Island a further trial — 
I shall, therefore, delay my departure for a few days.' 

* You will not repent it — ^I shall now leave you — ^by Jupiter, 
its past twelve o'clock — ^where shall we meet to-morrow — 
what say you to the Royal Court ?' 

* No 1 • no 1 — ^when I go there again it will be on compulsion — 
say Halkett-Place, at twelve.' 

* With all my heart— good night' — Exeunt omnes. 
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CONCLUSION. 

It has been the object of the writer in the foregoing pages^' 
to confine himself as strictly as possible, to the unities of his 
subject — ^more especially with regard to time — ^this observance 
has precluded his placing before his readers, in an interlocu- 
tory manner, certain events of subsequent judicial notoriety^ 
which would have afforded very striking illustrations of the title 
of his pamphlet ^' Every fireeman," says Blackstone, ^' has an 
undoubted right to lay what sentiments he pleases before the 
public — ^to forbid this is to destroy the fireedom of the Press." 
The writer here, lays no sentiments of his own before the 
public ; he merely presents them with fajcts known to many, 
to be learned by mare. Thanks to the march of intellect and 
the progress of civilization, a writer in the 19th century is not 
amenable to the jurisdiction of a <^ Star Chamber," nor lives in 
times when his exposure of public grievances, through the 
medium of the Press, is to expose himself to the tortures 
of a ** fress-TocmT To explain how a charge may be brought 
against a person, by an irresponsible individual, or by an indi- 
vidual so protected fi-om all responsibility, as to be unamenable 
to punishment, in failure of proof*— to show how he may be 
committed to prison on bare suspicion, and suffer such punish- 
ment lefore trial, as nothing short of conviction after it could 
warrant. 

To show how two soldiers may be ma4e to undergo a cruel 
punishment, more than proportionate to a crime of a highly 
felonious nature — on a charge which would, in England, have 
been dismissed with the infliction of a penalty of 5s. I — lo 
show how excessive bail is sometimes demanded in firustration 
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of the humanity of tfie laws, Arid in violation of the rights of 
the subject — to show that these and similar grievances, 
which, had we space and inclinatiouj we might " stretch to 
the crack of doom," are real and not imaginary — to do this, 
he need only refer the public to the columns of the news- 
papers, which for the last few months have teemed with such 
proceedings. 

Probably there never existed more glaring instances of the 
uncertain administration of the laws of this Island, than have 
been furnished to the public, in two very recent cases> and of a 
nature precisely analogous. The reasons by which a very learned 
Jurat supported his clemential decision iiji the case of Mr. 
Aubin (a Constable^ and a rose man), and for admitting him to 
bail ; after having so obstinately refiised bail in the case of Mr^ 
F. 6., were so lame, ridiculous, and impotent, as in the opinion 
of the community, only to greatly aggravate the matter. (7) 
From the explanation afforded by the Judge of a decinon so dia^ 
metrically opposite to the sentiments expressed by him in the 
case of Mr. F. G., it would appear that the heinousness of an 
offence consists not in the crime itself, but in the number of times 
it has been attempted.* Was ever such a glaring illustration of 
the proverb before afforded, ^^ Dot veniam corvis vexat censura 
columbas ;" or, in plain English, that ^' one man may steal a 
horse, whilst another dare not look over the hedge." 

* Vide Jersey Tme$, 16th April— case of the Constable of Grouville^ 
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NOTES. 

(1) This valuable marine vegetable is universally employed in J^sey 
AS manure. It is protected in its gro^ith by legislative enactment, and is 
onlv allowed to be cut from the rocks twice in the year. The summer 
vraicking takes place in July, and continues for one tide — the winter 
vraieking generally io February or March. The time of harvest, however, 
is usually determined by the votes of the majority of the Parish Assem- 
blies, and is one of extreme interest^ merriment, and bustle ; but, alas ! the 
operation of gathering this weed is not unfreqnently attended with fatal 
consequences, as was the case last month, when several lives were lost by 
the swamping of an pverloaded boat. 

(2) The English journals (observes Mr. Inglis) are not so exclusively 
the slaves of party, as the French papers— their influence on the public 
mind is, perhaps, somewhat greater ; and, in matters which concern the 
British residents, they are powerful engines. In an attempt which was 
made in the States to tax, for the benefit of the Island, the property of 
British residents, the strenuous opposition of the " British Press," and 
the exhibition of feeling manifested in consequence amongst the English, 
compelled the proposer of the law to withdraw it. — Page 116, Cfuinnel 
Itlands. 

(3) Some say of Charles II., but most probably of neither — it is said 
to have been preserved from a wreck. 

(4) This case is not altogether without precedent. In 34th page of Le 
Cras' petition, an instance is cited, when a judge declared to a jury, in a 

^.^ • trial for murder, '' that if he was a member, he should not hesitate one 

moment in finding the prisoner guilty of the whole accusation." Surely 
there must have been *^ waste lands" to cultivate in the quarter whence 
' >. originated such a declaration, or a screw loose somewhere. 

* (6)— omitted in page 36— It is utterly impossible for any cue, unac- 

. .,^ quainted with Jersey, to form an idea of the length to which party spirit 

^"^^^ . is therp carried. It not only taints the fountains of '* pubUe Justice/' 

' " but enters into the most private relations of life. A laurel and a rose 

man are as distinct, and have as little in common between them, as if they 

■^ ' were not only of different countries, but of countries hostile to each other. 

— Page 68| Charmel Islands (not quite so bad now) — though bad enough. 

(6) Vide page 36 and 87-— Le Cras' Laws of Jersey. 

(7) Whatever may be the kind of abuse in which persons in power may, 
in such a state of things, be tempted to indulge themselves, they are con- 
vinced that their irregularities will be immediately divulged. The juryman, 
for example, knows that his verdict — the judge, that his direction to the 
jury — will presently he laid before the public : and there is no man in office, 
but who thus finds himself compelled, in almost every instance, to choose 
between his duty, and the surrender of all his former reputation. — De 
liolme, on the Constitution of England. 



FINIS. 



P. Payn^ Jointer, British Press Office, 45, King-street, 
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THE FLOGGrNG PBER; OR, HOW TO OBSERVE 
THE SABBATH. 



His Lordship goes to the House of Prayer, 
Vo offer, no doubt, his devotions there ; 
He hears the Preacher lay solemn stress 
On acts of mercy and gentleness ; 
He hears him enforce the doctrines high 
Of pure* unleavened humanity ; 
How man should bear with his fellow man* 
And his faiUtigs, as Bums says, ** geutty scan i" 
Abjure false pride, and malignant strife, 
\Vith all th<it tends tu embitter life ; 
The Saviour's command of love, obey, 
And aye keep holy the Sabbath day ! 

Uis Lordship hears these truths divine. 
And to show that he thinks them wond'rous fine, 
He harries from chorcb with flfi]»£ ^^t ri >. - 
Bids the trump to soiifil^'and thfdrnfn tObeat, 
And— just as his troops are towards him joggiag- 
Ofdera • man to $tripfor a /logging ! 

Oh, virtooas deed, in a Peer who's come 
HJUsing-li^ot from a Christian dome ! 
H jw stroi^ly the tortur^wl wretoh't ay 
Attests his genuine piety ! 
How iiroves that the Cliief of Mercy's claji 
Is Cat o'-niae-taUs Cardigan ! 

• Tis deemed a sin in the lowly pixir. 
To bake on the Sabbath-day, be sure ; 
But to torture a man till his gtssing eye 
Stiffens with mortal ngooy. 
Is deemed — alas ! for the mournful faet — 
In tiie lordly rich a religious act \—(&un,} 
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